
Optically Transparent Lead Halide Perovskite Polycrystalline
Ceramics
Michael C. Brennan,* Christopher L. McCleese, Lauren M. Loftus, Jeremiah Lipp, Michael Febbraro,
Harris J. Hall, David B. Turner, Michael J. Carter, Peter R. Stevenson, and Tod A. Grusenmeyer*

Cite This: https://doi.org/10.1021/acsami.4c01517 Read Online

ACCESS Metrics & More Article Recommendations *sı Supporting Information

ABSTRACT: We utilize room-temperature uniaxial pressing at applied loads
achievable with low-cost, laboratory-scale presses to fabricate freestanding
CH3NH3PbX3 (X− = Br−, Cl−) polycrystalline ceramics with millimeter thicknesses
and optical transparency up to ∼70% in the infrared. As-fabricated perovskite ceramics
can be produced with desirable form factors (i.e., size, shape, and thickness) and high-
quality surfaces without any postprocessing (e.g., cutting or polishing). This method
should be broadly applicable to a large swath of metal halide perovskites, not just the
compositions shown here. In addition to fabrication, we analyze microstructure−optical
property relationships through detailed experiments (e.g., transmission measurements,
electron microscopy, X-ray tomography, optical profilometry, etc.) as well as modeling
based on Mie theory. The optical, electrical, and mechanical properties of perovskite polycrystalline ceramics are benchmarked
against those of single-crystalline analogues through spectroscopic ellipsometry, Hall measurements, and nanoindentation. Finally, γ-
ray scintillation from a transparent MAPbBr3 ceramic is demonstrated under irradiation from a 137Cs source. From a broader
perspective, scalable methods to produce freestanding polycrystalline lead halide perovskites with comparable properties to their
single-crystal counterparts could enable key advancements in the commercial production of perovskite-based technologies (e.g.,
direct X-ray/γ-ray detectors, scintillators, and nonlinear optics).
KEYWORDS: transparent ceramics, uniaxial press, lead halide perovskites, scintillators, polycrystalline wafer, optical transparency,
light scattering theory

■ INTRODUCTION
Inexpensive starting materials, low-temperature synthesis, and
readily tailored optical properties have motivated the use of
lead halide perovskites (APbX3; A+ = CH3NH3

+ [MA+],
CH(NH2)2+ [FA+], Cs+; X− = I−, Br−, Cl−) in a broad range of
applications. These include solar cells,1 direct X-ray/γ-ray
detectors,2−4 scintillators,2−5 light-emitting diodes,5 lasers,6,7

nonlinear optics,8 and visible/infrared photodetectors.9,10

Many target applications require thick (≳1 mm) optical
components with complex form factors (i.e., size, shape, and
thickness) as well as high broadband optical transparency in
the visible to infrared wavelength regimes. Single crystals are
ideal in such applications, as their lack of grain boundaries,
pores, and secondary phases leads to enhanced optical
transparency. However, single crystals grown by melt-based
approaches (e.g., Bridgman) are limited to all-inorganic
perovskites due to organic cation volatility, and solution-
based methods are inundated with reproducibility and
scalability issues. Moreover, postprocessing (e.g., cutting and
polishing) to achieve application-specific physical dimensions
and surface quality is challenging for these soft11,12 ionic
materials. On the other hand, perovskite thin-film fabrication
techniques cannot easily reach thicknesses ≫1 μm while
maintaining high-quality morphology (e.g., minimal pin-holes).

Thus, demand exists for reliable material processing routes to
produce form factor-flexible, optically transparent lead halide
perovskites.
Transparent oxide and II−VI polycrystalline ceramics (e.g.,

Y3Al5O12 [YAG], Y2O3, Al2O3, ZrO2, MgO, MgAl2O4, ZnO,
ZnS, and ZnSe) have replaced their single-crystal counterparts
in many applications (e.g., optical lenses, radar domes,
transparent armor, solid-state lasers, scintillators, etc.).13−17

This transition has been linked in large part to better scalability
of ceramic versus single-crystal processing techniques.
However, fabricating transparent oxide and II−VI ceramics
often requires a combination of expensive, specialized sintering
equipment, such as hot isostatic presses, spark plasma/field-
assisted sintering technologies, vacuum sintering chambers, or
dynamic chemical vapor deposition chambers. This dedicated
equipment is necessary to achieve the requisite temperatures
(>700 °C) and pressures (∼10 to ∼100 s of MPa) necessary to
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transform porous green body compacts or vapor phase
reactants into dense white body ceramics. In stark contrast,
the soft ionic bonding nature of the lead halide perovskite
framework permits pressure-induced mass transport processes
at significantly lower temperatures (<100 °C).18 Thus, dense
halide perovskite ceramics can be fabricated via widely
available low-temperature uniaxial pressing methods.
Immediate examples are works by Shrestha et al.19 and

Deumel et al.20 demonstrating ∼13 mm diameter by ∼1 mm
thick MAPbI3 polycrystalline ceramics with relative densities
(ρ)�defined as the polycrystalline ceramic’s density divided
by the material’s theoretical maximum density�of ρ ≳ 0.90.
Interestingly, these ceramics were formed at room temper-
ature, requiring only ∼5 to ∼30 min of uniaxial pressing of
solution-made powders at ∼75 to ∼300 MPa.19 The ability to
rapidly produce MAPbI3 ceramics has been linked to plastic
deformation based on nanoindentation measurements.19,21

Lead halide perovskite ceramic-based direct X-ray detectors
demonstrated conversion efficiencies that are superior to
MAPbI3 thin-film-based detectors.22 These polycrystalline
ceramic-based X-ray detectors are also comparable to single-
crystalline MAPbI3

23 detectors as well as state-of-the-art CdTe-
based detectors, illustrating utility beyond academic inter-
ests.19,20,33

In tandem, facile fabrication methods and demonstrated
radiation detection capabilities have motivated intriguing,
recent research into ceramic processing of metal halides e.g.,
MAPbI3,

19−27 MAPbBr3,
24 MAPbCl3,

26 CsPbBr3,
28,29

CsSnI 3 ,
2 6 , 3 0 CsSn(Br 0 . 5C l 0 . 5 ) 3 ,

3 1 Cs 2AgB iBr 6 ,
3 2

(CH3NH3)3BiI9,
26,33 and ([C6H5]P)2MnBr4.

34 Despite in-
creasing research on this topic, freestanding ∼1 mm thick
halide perovskite ceramics with high optical transparency have
yet to be demonstrated. Lack of transparency to visible and
infrared light stymies the potential integration of perovskite
ceramics in a number of applications. Moreover, high optical
transparency itself signifies high density, minimal pores, and a
lack of impurities and secondary phases at grain boundaries.
These characteristics should lead to better perovskite semi-
conducting properties35,36 as well as improved mechanical
durability.37 Thus, optically transparent perovskite ceramics
may not only demonstrate enhanced performance in direct X-
ray/γ-ray detectors but also have potential utility as nonlinear

optical components, scintillators, or rare-earth doped solid-
state lasers.
In this work, we outline material processing methods to

produce MAPbBr3 and MAPbCl3 ceramics with areas of ∼125
mm2 and thicknesses (l) between ∼0.5 and ∼1.9 mm.
MAPbX3 ceramics demonstrate optical transparency ≳70% of
their theoretical maximum transmission in the near- and short-
wave infrared (∼800 to ∼2000 nm). We benchmark the
optoelectronic and mechanical properties of the freestanding
polycrystalline perovskites against single-crystalline analogues.
Finally, we show evidence of γ-ray scintillation from the
transparent perovskite ceramics, highlighting a potential
application for the materials discussed in this work. Overall,
the data demonstrate that microstructural properties (e.g.,
crystal structure, average grain size (⟨dg⟩), root-mean-squared
surface roughness (Sq), ρ, composition, pores, etc.) can be
controlled in order to develop lead halide perovskite ceramics
with optical properties tailored to meet the performance
metrics of specific applications.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Optical Transparency in Polycrystalline Ceramics.

Thick polycrystalline ceramics can be defined as transparent,
translucent, or opaque. The term “transparent” should largely
be reserved for materials having transmission ≳70% of their
theoretical maximum transmission (accounting for reflection
losses) in the wavelength range of interest.38−44 In hundreds of
microns to millimeter-thick semiconducting materials, optical
transparency occurs at wavelengths with sufficiently low
absorption coefficients (i.e., α < 1). MAPbBr3 and MAPbCl3
have optical bandgaps (Eg) of ∼535 and ∼405 nm,
respectively. At shorter wavelengths (λ ≲ Eg), α is on the
order of ∼105 to 106 cm−1.45−49 Furthermore, strong
vibrational absorption from the organic CH3NH3

+ moieties
occurs when λ ≳ 2100 nm (see Figure S1). At wavelengths
between the optical bandgaps and vibrational absorption, a
transmission window exists where α ≲ 10−1 cm−1.45−50

Therefore, we focus our transparency discussion on the
wavelength regime from the MAPbBr3 and MAPbCl3 optical
bandgaps up to ∼2000 nm. However, we show other
transparency windows at longer wavelengths exist as well.
Achieving high optical transparency in thick polycrystalline

materials requires stringent control over microstructural

Figure 1. Processing guidelines for the production of transparent MAPbX3 (X = Br−, Cl−) ceramics.
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properties to reduce undesired scattering at the surface or
within the ceramic. Significant scattering sources in polycrystal-
line materials include: (i) optical anisotropy between grains,
(ii) impurities or secondary phases typically existing at grain
boundaries, (iii) high surface roughness (≫λ/10), and (iv)
pores.13−18,38−43 In order to obtain high optical transparency,
each scattering source must be reduced or eliminated.
Throughout the remaining discussion, we will highlight how
each scattering source is minimized and analyze the
implication of microstructure on the ceramics’ transparency.
Fabricating Optically Transparent Lead Halide Per-

ovskite Ceramics.With the goal of high optical transparency,
material selection is the first critical consideration. Here,
MAPbBr3 and MAPbCl3 have been chosen for two important
reasons. (i) Each composition adopts cubic crystal symmetry at
room temperature (see X-ray diffraction [XRD] patterns in
Figure S2 along with measurement details in the Supporting
Information [SI]), and (ii) mature synthetic methods for high-
purity single crystals exist for each composition.51,52 Both are
critical toward eliminating scattering sources within the final
ceramic.
First, cubic symmetry eliminates scattering linked to optical

anisotropy at grain boundaries.40,41 Second, single-crystal
source materials�as opposed to solution-processed or
mechanochemically produced microcrystalline/nanocrystalline
powders�are advantageous due to their higher purity and
more perfect stoichiometry.27 Both minimize scattering linked
to the presence of secondary phases or impurities in the final
ceramic. The high chemical purity of prepressed powders is
supported by XRD measurements (Figure S2) and thermog-
ravimetric analysis (Figure S3), which show only perovskite-
linked Bragg reflections and mass loss consistent with only
CH3NH3X and PbX2 decomposition.

53

Figure 1 outlines the processing guidelines employed to
produce transparent MAPbX3 (X− = Br−, Cl−) ceramics.
Millimeter to centimeter-sized bulk MAPbX3 crystals were first

grown via modified solvothermal methods (see the SI for
crystal growth and purification details).51 Two subsequent
pulverization steps with a planetary ball mill followed the
solvothermal crystal growth. The only difference between these
two steps was the diameter of the zirconia milling media (15
mm balls in the first step and 2 mm balls in the second step).
See the SI for further ball milling details. Finally, powders were
sieved through 125 μm and then 25 μm mesh to remove
excessively large grains. The end results were irregularly shaped
grains with sizes ranging from <100 nm to several microns
based on scanning electron microscopy (SEM) analysis (see
Figure S4 and SEM method details in the SI).
Pulverized and sieved powders were then loaded into

evacuable stainless steel die sets (∼12.7 mm diameters)
sandwiched between two polished stainless steel spacer pellets
and placed onto uniaxial presses. Die sets with perovskite
powders were dried under vacuum for ca. 1−2 h prior to
application of pressure. Three pressure stages were applied
under a dynamic vacuum at room temperature (∼21 ± 2 °C).
The first two lower-pressure stages (35 MPa for ∼1 h and 150
MPa for ∼2 h) were used to produce an opaque green body
compact (see Figure S5). Then, select finishing stage pressures
between ∼200 and ∼525 MPa were set for ∼150 to ∼300 h.
Finishing stage pressures and press times depend on the
thickness of the ceramic (see the SI for further uniaxial
pressing details). Finally, the perovskite ceramics were carefully
removed from the die sets. All ceramics were characterized
thereafter without any additional annealing or polishing steps.
Optically Transparent MAPbX3 Perovskite Ceramics.

Figure 2a−f shows representative images of MAPbBr3 and
MAPbCl3 ceramics with diameters of 12.7 mm produced using
the methods outlined above. Figure 2a,d displays backlit
ceramics laid flat on an Edmund Optics fused silica United
States Air Force (USAF) 1951 test target. Figure 2b,e portrays
side views of the same ceramics to illustrate thicknesses of l =
0.989 mm (MAPbBr3) and l = 1.874 mm (MAPbCl3). Figure

Figure 2. Representative images of l = 0.989 mm MAPbBr3 (a−c) and l = 1.874 mm MAPbCl3 (d−f) ceramics (diameters of ∼12.7 mm). This
includes both straight-on (a, d) and side (b, e) views of each ceramic on a USAF 1951 test target as well as images through each ceramic (c, f) of an
XB-70 Valkyrie at the National Museum of the USAF from ∼50 m away (for reference, the Valkyrie is ∼56 m in length and ∼10 m tall).
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2c,f depicts images through each ceramic of an XB-70 Valkyrie
(North American Aviation Company) at the National Museum
of the USAF. Figures S6 and S7 show test target images of
several other MAPbBr3 and MAPbCl3 ceramics with various
thicknesses (0.5 ≲ l ≲ 1.9 mm), demonstrating form factor
flexibility. Details of imaging conditions can be found in the SI.
Transmission measurements were performed with a Cary

5000 UV−Vis−NIR spectrophotometer. Metal plates with Ø
∼ 4 mm apertures were placed in the light path between the
sample and detector to limit forward scattering from being
quantified as transmission.40 Figure 3a,b illustrates trans-
mission spectra from 300 to 2100 nm of l = 0.989 mm
MAPbBr3 (solid red line/shaded region) and l = 1.695 mm
MAPbCl3 (solid blue line/shaded region) ceramics. The black
dotted and dashed-dotted lines represent the corresponding
theoretical maximum and single-crystal transmission spectra,
respectively. Figure S8 shows pictures of solution-grown
MAPbX3 single crystals used in transmission measurements.
The insets of Figure 3a,b plot the percent of each perovskite’s
theoretical max transmission (%Tmax) for each ceramic, which

was derived by dividing the theory (dashed lines) into
experiment (colored lines) over the wavelength range of
interest. The insets demonstrate how close each ceramic is to
its theoretical maximum and should not be confused with raw
transmission values, as measured by the spectrophotometer.
Transmission data demonstrates that each ceramic achieves
≳70% of the theoretical maximum transmission for each
perovskite composition from ∼780 to ∼2000 nm. The dip in
transmission at ∼1590 nm is linked to weak CH3NH3

+

vibrational overtone absorption. Spectra for replicate MAPbBr3
and MAPbCl3 ceramics are provided in Figure S9. Perovskite
ceramics maintain between ∼70 and 98% of their initial
transparency in the ∼780 and 2000 nm transmission window
for at least ∼9 months after synthesis (see Figure S10).
Of further interest is perovskite ceramics’ transmission at

longer wavelengths. Figure S11 plots transmission spectra from
0.3 to 25 μm for the l = 0.989 mm MAPbBr3 ceramic along
with other commercially available transparent polycrystalline
ceramics�ZnSe, ZnS, Al2O3, and YAG�for comparison.
While CH3NH3

+ vibrational absorption is prevalent through-

Figure 3. Transmission spectra from 300 to 2100 nm of l = 0.989 mm MAPbBr3 (a) and l = 1.695 mm MAPbCl3 (b) ceramics (solid lines/shaded
regions). Corresponding theoretical maximum (black dotted lines) and single-crystal (black dashed-dotted lines) spectra are provided. Insets:
percent of perovskite theoretical max transmission for each ceramic (i.e., red or blue line divided by dashed black lines in each plot).

Figure 4. SEM micrographs of l = 0.989 mm MAPbBr3 (a−c) and l = 1.695 mm MAPbCl3 (d−f) ceramics. This includes images of 25 μm × 25 μm
(a, d) and 5 μm × 5 μm areas of ceramic surfaces (b, e) as well as 5 μm × 5 μm areas of ceramic cross sections (c, f). Surface roughness maps for 1
mm × 1 mm areas of each ceramic are provided for MAPbBr3 (g) and MAPbCl3 (h). Root-mean-squared surface roughness (Sq) values are given at
the bottom right of each roughness map.
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out the infrared, high transparency windows are observed from
∼2.5 to ∼3.0 μm, from ∼4.2 to ∼5.2 μm, and from ∼12 to
∼20 μm. Such windows may make lead halide perovskite
ceramics appealing host materials for rare-earth dopants in
perovskite ceramic-based solid-state infrared lasers.7 Details on
the transmission of all measurements and max transmission
calculations can be found in the SI.
Optically Transparent MAPbX3 Perovskite Ceramic

Microstructures: Grain Size and Surface Roughness. To
the best of our knowledge, the transmission data in Figures 3
and S9 demonstrate the highest optical transparency reported
to date for any halide perovskite polycrystalline ceramics (0.5
≲ l ≲ 2 mm) produced via uniaxial pressing. Transmission
values also approach the theoretical maximum and are
comparable to single crystals, making perovskite ceramics
viable candidates to replace single crystals in several
applications. Still, there is clearly room for improvement,
with respect to pressed powder transmission. Attaining near
theoretical maximum transmission through perovskite ceramics
will first require insight into what is causing the remaining
scattering. For this, we turn to a detailed analysis of MAPbX3
ceramic microstructural properties.
Figure 4 shows SEM images of l = 0.989 mm MAPbBr3

(Figure 4a−c) and l = 1.695 mm MAPbCl3 (Figure 4d−f)
ceramics. SEM methods and analysis details can be found in
the SI. Representative 25 μm × 25 μm area images of ceramic
surfaces are given in Figure 4a,d. Magnified 5 μm × 5 μm SEM
images are shown in Figure 4b,e (surface images) and Figure
4c,f (cross-sectional images). In both the 5 μm × 5 μm surface
and cross-sectional SEM micrographs, individual grains can be

resolved. Apparent average grain sizes estimated from surface
SEM images are ⟨dg⟩ = 338 ± 194 nm (MAPbBr3) and ⟨dg⟩ =
212 ± 82 nm (MAPbCl3) with relatively large size
distributions (see grain size histograms in Figure S12). Table
S1 lists surface-derived ⟨dg⟩ values, along with other details, for
all ceramics in this work.
To further examine surface quality, optical profilometry

measurements in Figure 4g,h illustrate representative surface
roughness maps over 1 mm × 1 mm areas for l = 0.989 mm
MAPbBr3 and l = 1.695 mm MAPbCl3 ceramics (see the SI for
further profilometry methods). Root-mean-squared surface
roughness values are averaged from three separate 1 mm × 1
mm maps. Values range from Sq ∼20 to ∼30 nm for all
ceramics and are significantly smaller than the ∼550 to 2000
nm wavelength range of interest (λ/100 ≲ Sq ≲ λ/20). Peak-
to-valley roughness variations are on the order of ∼200 nm,
which may lead to enhanced scatter at shorter wavelengths
(near the band edge). However, it is worth noting that the
variations occur laterally over distances of ca. 50−100 μm. This
corresponds to local surface tilting <1°, leading to marginally
increased diffuse reflectance. Overall, the surface roughness
should have minimal contribution to transmission losses
observed in Figure 3.38−44 Table S1 also lists Sq and the
corresponding standard deviations for all ceramics.
Interestingly, perovskite Sq values reflect that of the polished

stainless steel spacers (Sq ∼ 15 nm) that are in contact with the
perovskite ceramic surfaces during uniaxial pressing (see Figure
S13). This surface mirroring effect is likely due to the plastic
deformation of MAPbX3 perovskite grains, causing them to
conform to much harder (prepolished) stainless steel spacer

Figure 5. NanoCT analysis of an 8 μm × 6 μm × 2 μm region of the l = 0.989 mm MAPbBr3 ceramic. (a) An overlay of grains (red shaded
regions) and pores (blue shaded regions) and (b) a view of only pores in the same area. (c) Histogram of pore diameters from NanoCT scans
(∼1600 pores sampled with a 20 nm bin size). Average pore size (⟨dp⟩) and size distribution are provided. (d) A contour plot that models %Tmax at
1000 nm as a function of monodisperse pore size and porosity for an l ∼ 1 mm MAPbBr3 ceramic. The dashed black lines trace %Tmax in 10% steps
from ∼10 to 90%. Transmission spectra modeled via Mie theory (dashed-dotted black/blue lines) as a function of (e) pore diameter (35 nm < dp <
305 nm; 40 nm steps; monodisperse dp; P = 0.0002) and (f) porosity (0.001 < P < 0.0001; 0.0001 steps; polydisperse dp). Experimental
transmission spectra of l = 0.989 mm MAPbBr3 (red line/shaded region) and the corresponding maximum theoretical transmission (dotted black
line) are provided in (e) and (f).
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surfaces during densification.11,12 Further improvements to
perovskite surface roughness may therefore be possible by
polishing spacer materials down to Sq < 10 nm. This would
eliminate the need for postprocessing (e.g., polishing and
cutting) of perovskite ceramics to attain optical grade surface
quality directly out of the uniaxial press.
Optically Transparent MAPbX3 Perovskite Ceramic

Microstructures: Pores. Three of the four scattering sources
described in the first section�optical anisotropy between
grains, impurities/secondary phases, and surface roughness,
have been minimized using our methodology. Thus, the only
remaining, but undoubtedly the most significant, scattering
source is residual porosity. Light scattering from pores is linked
to refractive index differences between air (n = 1) and the
polycrystalline medium (n ≈ 1.9 and n ≈ 2.0 between ∼800
and ∼2000 nm for MAPbCl3 and MAPbBr3, respectively).

45−49

As will be demonstrated by the modeling below, the
magnitude/efficiency of pore scattering is intertwined between
pore diameter (dp), pore size distribution, and porosity (P, the
volume fraction of pores).40 While pores can never be entirely
eliminated, the ultimate goal is to minimize both porosity and
pore size. It should be noted that accurate experimental
quantification of porosity and pore size remains extremely
challenging.40,54

Porosity is ultimately linked to the ceramic density such that
P = 1 − ρ.38,39 Relative densities for the perovskite ceramics�
estimated from Archimedes’ method (see Methods in the SI
and Table S1 for more details)�range from ρ ∼ 0.973 and
∼0.996, leaving residual porosities from P ∼ 0.027 to ∼0.004.
Unfortunately, accurate quantification of P values ≲0.01 via
Archimedes’ method is not reliable using common laboratory
analytical balances, and changes in P as low as ∼0.0001 can
significantly affect transmission.39−44 Nonetheless, Archi-
medes’ measurements clearly demonstrate our perovskite
ceramics are highly dense.
We further investigate pores using X-ray nanotomography

(NanoCT) to map three-dimensional cross sections of the
ceramic with a nominal spatial resolution down to ∼50 nm and
a voxel size of 16 nm. Here, the contrast between X-ray
absorption (or lack thereof) by perovskite grains and pores
permits determination of critical pore attributes (average pore
size ⟨dp⟩, size distribution, and rough morphology). Figure 5
depicts NanoCT data for an 8 μm × 6 μm × 2 μm region of
the l = 0.989 mm MAPbBr3 ceramic. Figure 5a first illustrates
an overlay of the perovskite grains (red shaded regions) and
pores (blue shaded region), whereas Figure 5b removes all
grains and displays only pores. Video S1 shows a 3D, rotating
view of this data. Figure S14 shows the entire region analyzed
by NanoCT and SEM images of the ceramic fragment.
NanoCT methods can be found in the SI.
Approximately 1600 pores were sampled in the analyzed

area. Irregularly shaped pores are clearly observed in Figure
5a,b and Video S1. We therefore quantify average pore size
and size distribution using mean Feret diameters (i.e., an
average between the longest and shortest dimensions of a given
pore). Figure 5c plots a histogram of mean Feret pore
diameters that demonstrate ⟨dp⟩ to be ∼128 ± 80 nm with a
log-normal size distribution. Figure S15 shows size histograms
for the minimum and maximum Feret pore diameters (⟨dp,min⟩
= 88 ± 56 nm; ⟨dp,max⟩ = 163 ± 105 nm). Mean pore
dimensions are between ∼λ/4 and ∼λ/15 (∼λeff/2 and ∼λeff/8
for n = 2) within the MAPbBr3 transmission window (∼535 to
∼2000 nm), explaining the more significant scattering effects

observed near the perovskite band edge versus longer
wavelength (see Figures 3a and S9).40

While it is clear that reducing dp and P will enhance
transparency, the exact values of each parameter necessary to
optimize optical transparency for perovskite ceramics are not
well understood. We thus model the effects of P and dp on
optical transparency through a combination of Mie theory55 to
estimate pore scattering efficiencies, cross sections, and
extinction coefficients (see Figure S16) and Beer−Lambert
extinction law to calculate transmission (see Figure S17).38−40

The model assumes spherical pores filled with air surrounded
by a bulk material with the refractive index of MAPbBr3.

45−49

Full details of the modeling are provided in the SI, but we also
recommend an excellent review by Hrǐb́alova ́ et al.40 for a
complete overview of pore scattering models.
Figure 5d first shows a contour plot that surveys the effect of

both P and dp on the percent of max transmission (%Tmax) at
1000 nm for an l ∼ 1 mm MAPbBr3 ceramic. The dashed lines
highlight %Tmax in 10% steps, where the solid line (and green-
yellow-orange regions) indicate the ∼70% Tmax transparency
threshold. Figure S18 shows identical contour plots at 800 and
1500 nm. These plots provide tangible microstructural
requirements that are necessary to achieve near-optimal optical
transparency of MAPbBr3 ceramics at various wavelengths. To
dive deeper into the effects of dp and P over the entire
MAPbBr3 transmission window of interest, Figure 5e,f shows
spectra modeled via Mie theory (dashed-dotted black/blue
lines) as a function of dp and P, respectively. In each case, the l
= 0.989 MAPbBr3 ceramic data (red line and shaded regions)
and theoretical maximum transmission (dotted black lines) are
provided for reference.
Figure 5d shows the effects of decreasing dp from 305 to 35

nm in 40 nm increments with a fixed P of ∼0.0002.
Transparency clearly increases across the window as dp
decreases, where the pore scattering effects are significantly
stronger near the perovskite band edge compared to longer
wavelengths. The data in Figure 5d assumes monodisperse dp.
However, in reality, dp is polydisperse (see Figure 5c). We thus
adapt our model to include the pore size distribution derived
from NanoCT and track changes to the spectra as a function of
P (see Figure S19 for a comparison of monodisperse vs
polydisperse models). Figure 5f illustrates this data as a
function of decreasing P between 0.0001 < P < 0.001. The
porosity that best matches the experimental data is ∼0.0002,
Overall, the modeling makes it apparent that P < 0.0001 and dp
< 100 nm are ideal for optimal transparency in ∼1 mm thick
perovskite ceramics.
Unfortunately, eliminating the final few tenths or hun-

dredths of a percent of residual porosity and controlling pore
size to achieve near-optimal density (ρ > 0.9999) is no trivial
task. Longer press times alone may not be practical to achieve
“full” density since densification rates saturate as ρ approaches
0.99 (see Figure S20 and Table S2), giving diminishing
transparency increases over extending pressing time frames.
From a historical perspective, the development of near-full-
density ceramics has required intimate knowledge and control
of underlying sintering mechanism(s).56−62 There is currently
a knowledge gap within the literature in this regard for halide
perovskite materials, which needs to be closed in order to
optimize their densities and thus transparency. This can be
accomplished by classical uniaxial or isostatic pressing
experiments that track densification kinetics through changes
in the microstructural properties (e.g., ρ and ⟨dg⟩) as a
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function of temperature, pressure, and starting powder grain
size or purity. These kinetic measurements can be used to
derive the rate-controlling sintering mechanism(s) as well as
associated activation energies under various conditions. This
underlying mechanistic knowledge can in turn be exploited to
outline optimal starting powder properties as well as both
green and white body pressing conditions to make ceramics
with ideal properties for a given application and can
additionally be used to produce high-quality polycrystalline
ceramics with production times faster than those outlined here.
Comparison of Single Crystals and Transparent

Polycrystalline Ceramics. Here, the optical (e.g., n and k),
electrical (e.g., Hall mobility [mH], resistivity, carrier
concentration [Nc]), and mechanical properties (e.g., hardness
[H] and Young’s modulus [E]) of uniaxially pressed perovskite
ceramics are benchmarked against solution-grown single-
crystalline analogues. This is critical toward understanding
the performance-manufacturability trade-off of polycrystalline
ceramics versus single crystals. Table 1 summarizes material
parameters derived from these experiments. First, Figure 6a,b
plots n and k for MAPbX3 (X− = Br−, Cl−) ceramics (solid
lines) and single crystals (dashed-dotted black lines).
Ellipsometry methods/fitting procedure are outlined in a
prior work50 and dielectric functions for ceramics can be found
in Figure S21. Effective ceramic n and k values slightly differ
from those of their single-crystal analogues. This is expected
due to the presence of pores causing enhanced scattering in the
polycrystalline measurements, which reiterates the importance
of continuing to develop methods to reduce ceramic porosity.
To assess the mechanical properties, nanoindentation was

performed using a Berkovich tip pressed ∼1.5 μm into the
perovskite at a strain rate of 0.2 s−1 (further details in the
Materials and Methods section). Load−displacement curves
for all measurements can be found in Figure S22. Hardness

(Figure 6c) and Young’s modulus (Figure S23) plots were
averaged (open circles or squares) from 21 to 26 indentations,
where shaded regions represent measured standard deviation.
Single-crystal and ceramic mechanical properties (see Table 1)
are similar to each other and in line with prior MAPbX3
work.11,19 Small deviations in H and E values are attributed to
the preferred (001) orientation of the single crystals versus
random orientation of grains within the polycrystalline
ceramics (see XRD in Figure S2).11 The soft nature of the
perovskites alludes to plastic deformation playing an important
role in the sintering mechanism of MAPbBr3 and MAPbCl3 as
previously observed in MAPbI3.

19

Hall measurements demonstrate that MAPbBr3 ceramics
and single crystals are P-type with comparable mobilities,
resistivity, and carrier densities (see Table 1). Electron
mobilities are on the same order of magnitude as those of
prior MAPbI3 ceramics/single crystals (ca. 0.50−0.56 cm2 V−1

s−1).19 The general takeaway from these comparative measure-
ments is that ceramics have properties that are similar to those
of single crystals even with the known porosity issues discussed
above. Thus, with further improvements in sintering
conditions, polycrystalline ceramics can be viable candidates
to replace single crystals in applications requiring large area,
millimeter-thick active layers.

γ-ray Scintillation from Transparent Ceramics. Finally,
we demonstrate γ-ray scintillation from transparent lead halide
perovskite ceramics. Figure 7 shows a scintillation response
from an l = 1.134 mm MAPbBr3 (red line) ceramic when
exposed to γ-ray irradiation with a 137Cs source. Experimental
details can be found in the Materials and Methods section.
Notably, a clear excess of counts is observed on the
photomultiplier tube (PMT) above the background (black
and green lines) when the sample is irradiated with 137Cs γ-
rays. This is despite the MAPbBr3 ceramic having a small

Table 1. Comparison of Optical, Electrical, and Mechanical Properties of MAPbX3 Ceramics and Single Crystals

sample n @ 1 μm k @ 1 μm H (GPa) E (GPa)* μH (cm2 V−1 s−1) resistivity (Ω·cm) Nc (cm−3)

MAPbBr3 crystal 2.05 1.0 × 10−6 0.35 ± 0.01 18.67 ± 0.47 0.28 1.20 × 108 2.1 × 1011

MAPbBr3 ceramic 2.04 2.9 × 10−5 0.45 ± 0.03 17.32 ± 0.47 0.20 1.63 × 107 1.9 × 1012

MAPbCl3 crystal 1.86 1.0 × 10−6 0.33 ± 0.01 19.52 ± 0.11
MAPbCl3 ceramic 1.87 2.7 × 10−5 0.42 ± 0.04 18.17 ± 1.12

*Estimated using a Poisson ratio of ∼0.3 from prior work.63

Figure 6. Comparison of optical and mechanical properties of MAPbBr3 (top row) and MAPbCl3 (bottom row) ceramics (colored solid lines/open
circles) and single crystals (black dashed-dotted line/open squares). This includes refractive indices (a) and extinction coefficients (b) derived from
spectroscopic ellipsometry as well as hardness (c) derived from nanoindentation. Shaded regions in (c) represent the standard deviation from 21 to
26 indentation measurements.
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Stokes shift, nontrivial porosity, and poor overlap between
MAPbBr3 emission and the employed PMT’s external
quantum efficiency. Enhancing optical transparency, improving
device architecture, and doping with active ions64 (e.g., Mn2+)
in order to increase the Stokes shift are all viable approaches to
improve the scintillating response. Nonetheless, the proof-of-
concept data in Figure 7 illustrate an interesting potential
application space in which transparent polycrystalline perov-
skite ceramics could make an impact.

■ CONCLUSIONS
Overall, this work establishes nascent processing guidelines to
produce freestanding, millimeter-thick optically transparent
MAPbX3 ceramics. It also provides the building blocks needed
to eventually produce higher-density (ρ > 0.9999) perovskite
ceramics with maximized optical transparency. While the focus
here has been on MAPbBr3 and MAPbCl3, this methodology
should be applicable to other room-temperature, cubic phase
lead halide perovskites (e.g., FAPbBr3, FAPbCl3, FA/CsPbX3,
FA/MA/CsPbX3, rare-earth doped lead halide perovskites,
etc.).3,10,64 However, this will require meticulous control and
an understanding of the processing methods from initial
powder production to all stages of sintering/densification.
Establishing this knowledge will permit the rapid production of
ready-to-use halide perovskite ceramics with microstructures,
optoelectronic properties, and physical dimensions that meet
the performance criteria of specific applications.

■ MATERIALS AND METHODS
Materials. Lead(II) bromide (PbBr2, ≥98%), lead(II) chloride

(PbCl2, ≥98%), N,N-dimethylformamide (DMF, 99.8% anhydrous),
dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO, ≥99.9% anhydrous), and hexane (>95%,
anhydrous) were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich. Methylammonium
bromide (MABr, >99.99%) and methylammonium chloride (MACl,
>99.99%) were purchased from GreatCell Solar Materials. MAX and
PbX2 (X = Br−, Cl−) salts were dried in a vacuum oven at ∼50 °C for
∼24 h prior to crystal growth. Solvents were used as received.

θ/2θ X-ray Diffraction Measurements. θ/2θ X-ray diffraction
(XRD) measurements were made using a Rigaku SmartLab equipped

with a channel-cut Ge (220) double-bounce monochromator on the
copper source side to strip the Kα2 and Kβ X-ray lines.
Thermogravimetric Analysis (TGA). TGA of the prepressed

perovskite powders was carried out using a TA Q500. About 10−20
mg of each sample was loaded onto a platinum pan and heated at a
ramp rate of 10 °C min−1 to a final temperature of ∼1000 °C in a
nitrogen atmosphere.
Fabrication of Transparent Ceramics. MAPbBr3 and MAPbCl3

crystals were grown following a modified inverse temperature
crystallization method from the literature.51,52 MAPbBr3 and
MAPbCl3 crystals were then first ground with a mortar and pestle
to form rough powders. The resulting powders were dried in a
vacuum oven at ∼50 °C for ∼24 to ∼48 h. This was followed by two
subsequent pulverization steps with a Retsch PM200 Planetary ball
mill with 50 mL zirconia jars and milling media. Pulverized and sieved
powders were loaded into evacuable, cylindrical, stainless steel die sets
(MSE or Chemplex) with diameters of 12.7 mm between two
prepolished stainless steel spacers. Three stages of pressure were
applied under dynamic vacuum at room temperature (∼21 ± 2 °C) in
a lab with ambient relative humidity in the range of ∼50 ± 20%. First,
two lower-pressure stages�35 MPa for ∼1 h and 150 MPa for ∼2 h,
were used to produce an opaque green body ceramic (see Figure S5).
Then, finishing stage-holding pressures between ∼200 and 525 MPa
were set for ca. 150−300 h. All ceramics were characterized thereafter
without any additional annealing or polishing steps. Ceramics were
stored under vacuum in the dark when not being characterized.
Further details on all steps in the fabrication method can be found in
the SI.
Scanning Electron Microscopy. Scanning electron microscopy

(SEM) images were acquired using a Zeiss Gemini 500 scanning
electron microscope equipped with an Inlens detector for energy
filtering and detection of low-voltage backscattered electrons. The
microscope was operated at an accelerating voltage of 5 kV in order to
prevent significant e-beam-induced damage during high-resolution
imaging. Further details on ⟨dg⟩ can be found in the SI.
Optical Profilometry. Surface roughness analysis was performed

by using a Bruker ContourX-500 3D Optical Profilometer. Surface
roughness measurements were acquired via phase shift interferometry
using the 532 nm illumination source in order to achieve subangstrom
resolution.
Transmission Measurements. Transmission spectra of all

samples were acquired using a Cary 5000 UV−Vis−NIR spectropho-
tometer (Agilent Technologies) for wavelengths ranging from 300 to
3000 nm and a Nicolet iS50 FTIR spectrometer (ThermoFisher) for
wavelengths longer than 3000 nm. Each sample was measured
multiple times with a metal plate containing an ∼4 mm aperture in
the light path between the sample and the detector to limit forward
scattering from being quantified as transmission.
Archimedes’ Density Measurements. Archimedes’ density

measurements were performed using an Excellence XS Analytical
Balance (Mettler Toledo, sensitivity down to ±0.001 g cm−3).
Anhydrous hexane was used for liquid mass measurements at
temperatures of ∼21 ± 2 °C. Reported single-crystal densities
represent the average from the values of five different MAPbBr3 and
MAPbCl3 single crystals grown from solution. Averaged single-crystal
densities (standard deviation provided) of 3.823 ± 0.031 g cm−3

(MAPbBr3) and 3.115 ± 0.020 g cm−3 (MAPbCl3) were used to
derive the relative density values in Table S1.
X-ray 3D Nanotomography Methods. X-ray 3D tomographic

imaging was performed using a Zeiss Xradia Ultra 810 NanoCT
microscope, operating first in the large field of view mode (65 μm
field of view, starting with absorption contrast and then with Zernike
phase contrast) followed by the high-resolution mode (16 μm field of
view, pixel resolution of 16 nm with nominal spatial resolution of 50
nm, absorption contrast only). Quasi-monochromatic X-rays were
generated using a chromium source (∼5.4 keV; ∼2.3 Å), and X-rays
were detected with a high-contrast scintillator-based detector and a
corresponding optically coupled CCD detector. Zeiss XMRecon-
structor was used to build the tomography data into a 3D volume.

Figure 7. Scintillation from a MAPbBr3 (red line; l = 1.134 mm)
ceramic when exposed to γ-rays from a 137Cs source. Background
spectra of the bare PMT with the 137Cs source on and no ceramic
present (black) as well as with the 137Cs source off but with the
ceramic present (green) are provided as well. The inset shows an
image of the MAPbBr3 ceramic that was tested.
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Pore analysis and figure preparation were performed using ORS
Dragonfly. Further details can be found in the SI.
Light Scattering by Spherical Pores Modeling. Light

scattering models were adapted from prior works. First, the scattering
efficiency (Qsca) was calculated for a range of pore sizes constrained
by the NanoCT-derived pore size distribution (ca. 35−635 nm) for
the l = 0.989 mm MAPbBr3 ceramic (see Figure S15 and main text,
Figure 5c). Specifically, Qsca was calculated for pore diameters ranging
from dp = 35 nm to dp = 635 nm in 10 nm steps. Pores were treated as
spherical inclusions with refractive indices of n = 1 surrounded by a
host medium with refractive indices taken from ellipsometry
measurements on MAPbBr3 single crystals. Qsca was calculated via
Mie theory using an established numerical approach (BHMIE
scattering code, see Figure S16a). After calculating Qsca, scattering
cross sections (Csca) for the entire pore distribution were calculated by
multiplying the scattering efficiency by the projected area (Ap = πdp2/
4) of the spherical pore such that (Csca = Qsca × Ap, see Figure S16b).
From there, the theoretical transmission of the sample was estimated
via the Beer−Lambert extinction law. Further details are provided in
the SI.
Variable Angle Spectroscopic Ellipsometry. Variable angle

spectroscopic ellipsometry was carried out by using an RC2
ellipsometer (JA Woollam). Reflection measurements were collected
from 50 to 80° at 5° increments for wavelengths 200−2500 nm.
Optical dispersion data analysis of the raw ellipsometry data was
performed using CompleteEASE v6.55 (JA Woollam).
Nanoindentation Methods. Nanoindentation was performed

using a KLA Nano Indentor G200X equipped with an InForce 50
actuation head and a diamond Berkovich tip. Three separate 3 × 3
square indent arrays spaced 30 μm apart were collected at different
locations on the sample with a target indentation depth of 1.5 μm and
a constant strain rate of 0.2 s−1. The continuous stiffness method
(CSM) was employed for all measurements with a sinusoidal signal of
∼2 nm in displacement magnitude at 110 Hz superimposed on the
indentation load. Indentations on fused silica were performed before
and after collections of each sample to monitor the integrity of the tip
shape. Young’s Modulus values were estimated using a Poisson’s ratio
of ∼0.3.63
Hall Measurements. Hall measurements were conducted by

using a Lakeshore 8407 system in order to assess the mobility,
resistivity, and carrier concentration of ceramics and single crystals.
Emerging classes of photovoltaic and organic electronic materials are
typically characterized by low mobilities that are difficult to measure.
Thus, the Hall system must be operated in AC field mode, which has
the ability to measure mobilities down to 0.001 cm2 V−1 s−1. In this
configuration, the field has a strength of 1.15T and is oscillated at a
frequency of 100 mHz. The Hall samples were prepared using the
standard Van der Pauw configuration and are allowed to stabilize for 1
min between each measurement. The sensitivity and AC gain settings
are 200 μV and 48 dB, respectively. Multiple measurements were
acquired and averaged to ensure good statistics.

γ-ray Scintillation Measurements. Radiation-induced lumines-
cence measurements were measured by γ-ray irradiation using a 1 μCi
137Cs source. The radioluminescence spectra were recorded by using a
Hamamatsu R9800-100 super-bialkali photomultiplier tube (PMT)
and a CAEN DT5730 500 MS/s 14-bit waveform digitizer. The PMT
was biased at −1200 V for all measurements. Three spectra were
recorded: bare PMT w/137Cs source, MAPbBr3 ceramic sample
w/137Cs source, and ceramic sample with no source. For each
measurement, the photocathode, w/or w/o the ceramic sample
present, was covered with 2 layers of PTFE tape (Mil-T-27730A). In
order to prevent potential perovskite contamination, no optical
coupling grease was used, which also contributes to suppression of
light captured at the PMT due to the refractive index mismatches
between perovskite−air−PMT boundaries.
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